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| ite . als over — 
thou didſt preach, or read, to thy 
— at the opening thy New 
e, Which, thou haſt named by 
the n name of heyy; 4 doudtleſs to remind 
8 Aller men, that the doctrine commonly taught 
N there; is Popiſh docttine: I do not mean, Har 
thou tedcheſt T ranſübſtantiation; Or obedience 
to the Pope of Rome ; for thou art evidently, 
too much à Pope thy ſelf, to be fybjedt to 
another; and art too "Fucks devoted to the 
Goddeſs Reaſon, to admit of any myſtery, 
much leſs abſurdity 1 into thy Creed. Tt was 
: in thy heart, to read 4 Sermon to thy, people, 
on the occaſion ; it was not well, it Was in 
thy heart, to do fo; for T am afraid, it was 
the pride of thy Neart to do ſo; to chuſe to 
do it thy ſelf, rather than employ any one of 
thy friends, in ſach a ſervice ; which thou 
B knoweſt, 


7 


[2] 

knoweſt, is the uſual cuſtom, amongſt thy 
fraternity. Indeed friend John, though thy 
principles are pretty much the fame with 
ours, I am ſurpriz d at thy vanity in being fo 
taken with a gaudy, — coſtly building: 

this is quite inconſiſtent with thy other pre- 
tenſions. Thou mayſt talk of humility till 
thy tongue aches, no body can or will think 
thee to be in earneſt while thy prieſtly robes 
and coſtly temple do evidently ſo much in- 
groſs thy thoughts. Be adviſed by me neigh- 
bour Jubn and pull off thy maſk ; lay aſide 
thy prieſtly garmefits; put on a plain Lay 
dreſs, and come among us; we will receive 
thee : thy reaſon and our Light within will 
very well agree. I am a little afraid thou 
wilt make poor work of the ſpirit- and his 
operations, but if thou wilt but. be teachable, 
we will ſoon put thee into the way of it. 
Pray friend Jain how cameſt thou to chuſe to 
be called Chriſtian? or what right haſt thou to 
that name any more than we? Thou denyeſt 
original ſin, ſo do we: thou denyeſt imputed 
righteouſneſs, ſo do we: thou denyeſt Chriſt's 
ſatisfaction, ſo do we: thou expecteſt to be 
ſaved by thy own ri ighteouſneſs, and for thy 


own 2 deeds, ſo do we. In ſhort thou 
denyeſt 


131 


denyeſt almoſt all · the doctrines which are 
well known among Proteſtants by the name 
of the great dbctrines of the reformation from 
Popery; ſo do we; becauſe they are contrary 
to our Light within; and thou denyeſt them 
becauſe they are contrary to thy reaſon: ſo 
then our Ligbt within and thy Reafon ſeem 
to be much the ſame. Why then doſt thou not 
come us, to whom thou doſt 
ſo naturally belong? Or art thou determin d 
to inereaſe the — of ſectaries, and to 
the Epiſcoparians, Presbyterians, Indepen- 
dants, Anabaptiſts, Calviniſts, Arians, 'Trini- 
tarians, Whitfilites, Weſtleites, add the ve- 
nerable name of Taylorians : Taylor ! a moſt 
reſpectable name ; the moſt antient name in 
the world; our father Adam being by trade 
a Taylor, which, by the way, is the moſt re- 

able buſineſs with all rational beings, be- 
cauſe entirely natural, Happy man there- 
2 fore art thou in this thy name, and art evi- 
dently as much deſign'd to be the head of a 
party, as ever Adam was to be the father of 
poſterity : and certainly more fit for it, for- 
aſmuch as thou art wiſer than Adam; for 
without flattery, I think it more reaſonable 


to ſuppoſe thee as wiſe as Sir. Iſaac Newton, 
B 2 than 


Te 
than it was for thee to ſuppoſe him wiſer 
than Alam; and to be plain with thee, and 
convince thee that I flatter thee not, 1 ſhould. 
he 05 hs Home mind. eee 
fool. 

But I os to jp wel = all eb 
and be not aſhamed to declare thy ſelf either 
a Quaker or a Romiſh prieſt. How doſt 
thou dare to call thy ſelf Chriſtian, when 
thou knoweſt in thy own heart that thou be- 
lieveſt not the peculiar doctrines of chriſ- 
tianity ? which we alſo believe not, and for 
this plain reaſon, as. I ſaid before, becauſe 
our Light within, as thy Nane e 
hendeth them not. f | 

Thou didſt publiſh as Sm: alli dine 


years ago, The Aſſembly's Catechiſm, . rev: - 
and rendered fitter for General Lie; by w 


authority thou didſt do it, no body 5 09 
but thy ſelf, though any body may ſuppoſe 
by the contents of that performance, it was 
done by the command of che Pope of Rome; 
it, being directly ne to eee 
principles. 

Thou art now oubliſhing a very Great 
Work, and as thou wouldeſt have the world 
believe, a very learned work, A Hebrew 
Bible 


[5] 


Bible Dictionary; I will recommend to thee 
as the laſt Work of thy life, and to compleat 
all thy. works, to publiſn Te Holy. Bible re- 
viſed and made more fit for General Uſe : As 
pus "age Dry Rs means fit for thy 
z-witneſs the dreadful havock thou | 

made with Plal. li. wer gil 5 
But I forget myſelf: thou n an oracle, 

and as ſuch. to be conſulted by all thy vota- 
ries, though they may all ſpare their pains, 
for two words are the ſum of all thou haſt 
to ſay, Reaſon.and Candour ; Reaſon and Can- 
dour ; Reaſon and Candour; and the miſchief 
of all is, thou meaneſt no more by them 
than the mad-brain'd 'Ephefian mob did by 
Great. is Diana of the Ephefians. -.. 
He honeſt, open and free then my dear 
Grands tell the world what thou art, but for 
ſhame call not thy ſelf Chriſtian : for why 
ſhouldit thou arrogate this name to thy (elf 
any more than we? we do not profeſs our 
ſelves Chriſtians; we believe Jeſus of Naza- 
reth to have been a very good man, to have 
ſet a noble example of patience, humility, 
obedience, &c. but we have no dependance 
on him, We put no truſt in him any more 
than thou doſt. Poor Paul indeed in an 
| | | enthu- 
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 enthuſtſtical fit; cries out: 1 kasw whine? 
have truſted, and I am per undd be is able to 
keep that which Thave committed to him again 
that day. And [arab in the ſame fort of pa- 
roxiſm, crys out, Truft ye in the Lord for 
ever; for in the Lord Ileus ir evertaſts. 
frength. But then you know. Paul was a 
Chriſtian profeſt, a rank one, ready to ſaeri- 
fice every thing to the cauſe of Chriſtianity: 


declar d its doctrines diſagreeable as they 


were to the prejudiced reaſon of men of cor- 
rupt minds: 'own'd himſelf a believer of 
them, though they were to the fooliſh inſi- 
del Jews a ſtumbling- block, and to the wiſe 
rational Greeks fooliſhneſs. So they were 
in the apoſtoliek age: ſo they ſtill are to you 
and me; and to all in our way; nor can I 
ſee any help for it; ſince it is evident beyond 
all contradiction that Chriſtianity es 
ſuch principles which thy Reaſon and my 
Light within can never admit. That Jeſus 
Chriſt is truly God, the creator of all things 
viſible and inviſible, is plainly enough taught 
in the old and new teſtament, but neither our 
Light within, nor thy Reaſon can comprehend - 
how this can be; and therefore we leave it to 


the faithofmen, who believe anything that God 
declares 


ü 71 
declares; however myſterious and incompre- 
henſible, to credit what we can give no 
credit to: our Light within and thy Reaſor 
are both ſuperior to any revelation, juſt as a 
judge is ſuperior to the counſellors, to the 
lawyers, yea to ihe poor criminals be is to 
try: Indeed, there is this difference between 
thee and us: we have try'd revelation, and 
find it contains ſuch principles as our Light 
wirbin calls abſurd, therefore like honeſt 
men we gravely diſcard it. But thou and 
thoſe in thy way have the impudence of ten 
thouſand harlots, while with brows of braſs 
ye hold the Bible in your hands, tell the 

world that contains your religion; and at the 
ſame time deny all its peculiar, and diſtin- 

guiſhing doctrines. This! this! is that which 
has fill'd this land with Atheiſts; this is the 
curſed root of-that infidelity now prevailing 
in the world : this ! this! is the maſter-piece 
of the old ſerpent's ſubtilty, who hath been 
for a long time let looſe to deceive the 


nations. 
Surely, friend John, it is time to lay theſe 


things to heart, to think ſeriouſly what the 
iſſue of theſe practices will be: thou haſt the 


art of writing very ſolemnly, and if thou art 


thy ſelf to men un Wb Eyes und i a 
to r rr 
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But pray, neighboyr John; was not Paul, 
whoa thou haſt lucubrated on, ſincere 
when'a'perſecutor? Yea, thou wilt ſay, and 
a good man too; "thoſe in thy way ſay ſo; 
but pray now, are we to credit thee and 
them, or the apoſtle himſelf ? I ſuppoſe thou 
thinkeſt it was his modeſty that made him 
ſay, I obtained mercy, becauſe I did it igno- 
rantly in. unbelief'; but let me tell thee, thy 
thinking, and the thinking of thoſe in thy 
way is no rule, or ſtandard of truth. And 
unleſs truth and falſehood, good and evil be 
the ſame, it is my opinion, Paul was not a 
good man, till he was converted; and I am 
ſure he himſelf thought ſo. - But thou art a 
very wiſe man, and haſt gotten'a key, a 
well wrought one too, to the apoſtolick wri- 

tings: thou waſt, doubtleſs, brought up at 
the feet of Gamaiiel, a cotemporary with the 
apoſtle Paul; or like him haſt been caught 
up to heaven, and there converſed with Paul, 
who, has told thee how to explain the gof- 


pel 


[9] 

pel ſcherte and the ſrincipa 'words and 
phraſes,” the apoſtles have uſed in deſcribing 
it. I wiſh then thou wouldeſt be ſo honeſt 
as to uſe words and phraſes as they are com- 
monly underſtood, and do not any longer be 
ſo wicked as to uſe words and phraſes with 
thy own meaning- affixed to them; which 
meaning, no body thinks of but thy ſelf, 
and thoſe in thy way, nor ever thought of 
till thou Great Genius aroſe to enlighten the 
dark and benighted world. | 
Take heed, neighbour Jahn, thou art 
upon a dangerous pinnacle, the pinnacle of 
pride ; thou boaſteſt thy ſelf to be ſomebody, 
and thou and thy admirers are great folks in 
your on opinions; but great as thou art, 
thy pride may be ſoon abaſed : and thy 
ſcheme,” fond as thou art of it, may be 
brought to nought. Some people think, 
fine as it is, and pleaſing to the pride and flat- 
tery of human nature, that it is built on the 
ſand, and therefore cannot ſtand, when ever a 
ſtorm comes, but will certainly fall, and 
great will be the fall thereof.--Doſt thou really 
think that thou underſtandeſt the Greek lan- 


guage better than any one elſe? or that none 


read the Greek Teſtament but thee and thy 
C friends, 


[iro ] 

friends, that thou takeſt upon thee to be ſuch 
a dictator, and to write all that thou writeſt in 
ſuch a magiſterial ſtrain? Surely more hum- 
ble and candid language: would- better cor- 
reſpond with thy pretenſions ; eſpecially as 
thou art aiming to introduce an union, and 
ſuch a one as was ſcarce ever heard of before, 
which yet will not be compleat if thou 
leaveſt the Atheiſt and the devil out of it. 
I cannot conceive, friend Jun, hy thou 
and thy friends have been at ſo great expence 
in procuring the nobleſt place of the kind, 
for thee and thoſe in thy way to ſpeak in: 
this could not proceed from ſuch a ſpirit and 
temper as thy maſter poſſeſſed. I ſuppoſe 
in the city where thou dwelleſt, a place good 
enough for thee to ſpeak in, and for thy 
friends to hear, might have been well finiſh- 
ed for fifteen hundred pounds, what accouut 
then will ye give to your Great Lord and 
final Judge for two thouſand pounds and up- 
wards, ſunk. and waſted which might have 
been a noble generous fund for the poor? 
Or may be ye are all rich; have no poor 
among you, yet as the while world are 

God's offfpring and we are all one common 


fraternity, J think it wound have” been a 
noble 


= | 
noble, generous, diſintereſted ſcheme to have 
two thouſand pounds or more, as'a fund, 
raiſed by a few profeſſed chriſtians at Nor- 
wich, on purpoſe to relieve any diſtreſſed 
among mankind all the world over. By 
this means thy name would found to the ends 
of the earth, and thy remembrance laſt from 
generation to generation: but thy humanity 
and univerſal love doth not yet extend it ſelf 
ſo far: may be ye will do this alſo, and ve- 
rily if what I write ſhould put it into your 
heads, for without doubt ye have it in your 
hearts naturally; generofity, humanity, bene- 
volence, boundleſs and univerſal love grow- 
ing in their native ſoil. I ſay, if what J write 
ſhould put it into your head to raiſe a fund 
for the purpoſe above-mentioned, I ſhall 
think my ſelf amply rewarded for my trouble, 
in having the bleſſings of the poor fo long as 
the world endureth. — © 
As thy principles are ſo Abel iel op- 
poſite to the articles of the eſtabliſh'd Creed, 
it was very politick in thee to declare thy re- 
ſpect for Zing Groxor, whoſe mild and 
merciful government gives thee liberty to be 
any thing but a profeſt Athciſt, and to write 
any thing except ditect Infidelity. But give 
C 2 me 


_ 
me leave to tell thee that thou art quite mi- 
ſtaken in thinking that what thou haſt writ- 
ten is generally approved, for bad as this 
kingdom is, there are [thouſands and —1 
thouſands in it Who hate thy princ you 
moſt as they hate Atheiſm. itſelf, and Great as 
thou thinkeſt thy ſelf to be, regard thee in 
this very diſagrecable view, as ſatan himſelf 
tranformed into an angel of light: When thou 
publiſheſt again I would like to ſee thy para- 
phraſe on this paſſage, and that thou wouldſt 
tell the world what ſort of Being the devil is 
when ſo transformed; and whether this re- 
ſpects his intellectual or practical e 
Thy key will 8 do here, bei "os 
a key of the moſt excellent temperature, an 
workmanſhip, ſo admirably contrived, as to 
be able to unlock every hard and difficult 
age however hamper'd, or. coyer'd. over 
with Calvinian ſuperſtition or Reformation 
ruſt. Thy key of knowledge will do won- 
derful things, it would if poflible make light 
darkneſs, good evil, truth error; at leaſt it 
will do its utmoſt to confound thefe things 
to blend them together, and ſo make; it till 
more difficult to the human mind to diſtin- 
Rai ons from the other. No man talks 


more 


— * 


1 

more of truth than thou doſt, and no man 
ſeems to underſtand what truth is, leſs than 
thy ſelf: I mean, if Revelation be the ſtan- 
dard of truth; but if thy Reaſon. and the 
Reaſon of the men in thy way, as our inward 
Light, be the ſtandard, .then for ought I 
know thou. mayſt underſtand what per 1s 
as well as any ſince the days of Lock and 


Newton : but then thou knoweſt theſe men's 
Light, like thine and. ours, was ſuperior to 


that of Revelation ſo not to be regulated by 
it. It is by thy Reaſon: that thou judgeſt of 
Revelation and all the doctrines therein con- 
tained : what thou findeſt there which thy 
Reaſon can take up and account for 3 
that thou giveſt « credit to, but wherever Re- 
velation forſakes thy Reaſon, or ſoars above it, 
there thou ſorſakeſt that and getteſt above it 
too; ſo art eyen. This is thy manner, and 
this is ours, and ſurely this is the right 
way of proceeding: for any doctrine which 
ye cannot clearly take in, or which reaſon, 
every man's reaſon cannot as clearly and as 
rationally underſtand as that two and two 
are equal to four, can be no doctrine for 
rational Beings to give credit to. 
This then at one happy ſtroke cuts off the 


| commonly received doctrines of the Trini 1 
c 


WB 4. 
the true and proper Deity of the Son and 
Spirit, two natures in Chriſt: original ſin, 
imputed righteouſneſs, juſtification by faith ; 
particular election; efficacious grace; rege- 
neration and converſion; ſanctiflention by the 

Spirit's influences; and 'final perſeberance; 
and having ſtrip'd: Chriſtianity of theſe ex- 
creſſences, which like Wens on tlie body 
have been long a moſt grievous incum- 
brance, it leaves it a moſt delightful ſyſtem 
of Paganiſm improv ® .. | 

My mentioning this, puts. me in mind 
of a name which thou and we, and all i in thy 
way ought to go by, and that is improve d 
Pagans; that of Qyakers for us, and New 
Light Men for you, doth not ſouid half ſo 
pretty, nor is it half fo juſt as improv d Pagans. 
Hail? then ye wife Men of the Eg, who 
have been conducted by ſome auſpicious 

Star to theſe Climes of Darkneſs, to give 
knowledge to the ignorant, to knock off 
the fetters of ſuperſtition and bigotry, and to 
adminiſter ſuch inſtructions as never entered 
into the human heart, till ye great men a- 
roſe, and with a courage and reſolution ſu- 
perior to all that ever went before you, have 
adventured to take ſuch liberties with the 


ſacred volume, which, were you to take with 
Virgil 
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Virgil or Homer, you-would, run the riſk of 
being hooted thro the, ſtreets for a company 
of owls. But thou art a very wiſe man, ſo 
wiſe: that wiſdom-'is to die with thee, and 
therefore no Wonder that thou haſt found 
out the grand ſecret which. has been hid 
from all the world, till thou by thy great 
ſagacity and penetrating eye, haſt diſcovered 
it. That we are all Chriſtians. and only 
Chriſtians, Chriſtians | and only Chriſtians, 
tho! both practically and dodrinally we know 
nothing of. Chriſt, nor deſire it: Chriſtians 
tho' nothing that is purely chriſtian be any 
part of our creed: Chriſtians tho nothing 
of chriſtianity be believed by us; for I 
would aſk. thee what doſt thou believe con- 
cerning Jeſus Chriſt, which we do not be- 
lieve? and vet didſt thou ever know that 
we have even coveted the chriſtian name ? 
What thou meaneſt by it then thou wouldeſt 
do well to explain, and let the world know 
why thou chuſeſt to be called Chriſtian | ra- 
ther than Antichriſtian, and why thou art 
not content with calling thy ſelf a Man, or 
a Creature, for as doch thou knoweſt that 
thou ſtandeſt in the ſame relation to the uni- 
verſal Parent, as the Turk or Jew, and they 
are 


[ 16] 
are equally God's offspring as thyſelf, dick 
being of the ſame dhe, of the ame fra- 
rernity, all brethren. 

I find I'mnſt call back one ſentiment er- 
preſs d in the beginning of this thy Epiſtle: 
namely, that the Goddeſs Reaſon will not 
ſuffer thee to admit any abſurdity into thy 
Creed. Now on ſecond — ghts 1 find 
thou haſt admitted an ard as great as 
can be invented: and this rea 
ſon can admit, which like the reaſon of a 
Roman Catholick, can admit of any thing 
but truth and ſound divinity. But what is 
this abſurdity thou wilt ſay? why truly no⸗ 
thing leſs then this, that the Creator is a 
Creature, that he that made the worlds was 
made himſelf; in ſhort that Jeſus Chriſt is 
an inferior God: now 1 defy thee and all 
the men in thy way to produce # greater ab- 
ſurdity than this. Thou hadft much better 
with us, be conſiſtent with reaſon, and de- 
clare he is no God at all, for nothing is 
more plain than this, that Revelation de- 


clares for one God, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt. Indeed this is not rational according 


a5 reaſon is now in man but that it is ſcrip- 
| tural 


1 


tural! is as” plain as that there is any fuch 


be called — Bible. 
Pray now my friend, think of this « little 


more, and conſider what thou meaneſt by 
Calling thy ſelf Chriſtian, and at the ſame 
time betraying thy maſter's cauſe ; calling 
thy ſelf Chriſtian, and at the fame time diſ- 
carding from thy Creed, (for a Creed thou 
haſt as well as other men, ) almoſt every No- 
tion, almoſt every Principle that is properly 
Chriſtian. I wonder what thy friends Owen, 
Howe, Charnock or Flavel would ſay to thee, 
if they were now in our world: they were 
Chriſtians and only Chriſtians as well as 
thee , but I ſuppoſe thy vanity prompts thee 
to- ſuſpe that they underſtood nothing of 
Chriſtianity comparatively with thee. This 
I 2m ſure of, if they were in the main Right, 
thou art in the main Wrong, unleſs right and 
wrong. be ſynonimous terms, and I almoſt 
think they are ſo with thee ; for if thou 
\ liveſt a little longer, and writeſt a little more, 
I ſhall expect to ſee a pamphlet intitled, 
Jobn againſt Taylor, for great as thy genius 
is, thou ſometimes forgetteſt what thou haſt 
faid heretofore, as I may acquaint thee ſoon 
| D if 


if thou doſt not — me by ing more 
care what thou ſayeſt. 

Indeed, friend John, though 1 reſpect 
thes as a moraliſt and philoſopher, yet as a 
Chriſtian divine, though a doctor, I muſt 
tell thee thou art an object of the greateſt 
pity or contempt among all parties but thy 
own. As a divine thou art a Don Qizx- 
ate all over, and wilt as ſoon bring thy divi- 
nity to be credited, and received as truth, as 
that romantic hiſtory. Spare thy pains, my 
friend, ſpare thy pains, unleſs thou wilt em- 
bark in a better cauſe. What cauſe would 
I have thee to embark in, thou wilt ſay? alas, 
I fear thou haſt that cauſe to learn yet, not- 
withſtanding all thy learning, I mean the 


cauſe of experimental religion. Experimental 


religion, what is that? is there any thing of 
it in the Bible? if there be, ſtrange I ſhould 
not know of it ! Sayeſf thou ſo my friend. 

Pray haſt thou carefully read over the book 
of Pſalms? If thou haſt, and findeſt not expe- 
rimental religion there; it is a dead: letter to 
thee I am ſure, whatever it be to us. Expe- 


rimental religion, J am told, is only to be 
known by experience, and take my word for 
it, all barely rational men can know no more 


of 
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of it than à blind man, one born ſo, knows 
of colduts; and that is little enough to be 
ſure; Kate there certainly is as much need 
of the divine fun as the natural to enable us 
to fee things aright : but what am I ſaying, 
when it is well known thou and I are both 
perſuaded that this divine ſun we have both 
been bleſſed with all our days, thou with 
the divine ſun of natural Reaſon, and I with 
the ſame intellectual luminary the Ligbi 
within? Be not affronted my friend hu, 
at my ſtill claiming ſo near a relation; for I 
afſure thee in my opinion, the cathedral of 
Paul at London, and that of Peter at Rome, 
are not ſo alike, nor the church of England, 
and the church of Nome fo near a- kin as thou 
and T are. I'will therefore claim relation, for 
I ſhall like thee well if thou wilt but appear 
as a man, and lay aſide all apiſh airs, I mean 
airs of imitation : for why doſt thou wear 
the black gown rather than the white? Sure- 
ly if chou deſignedſt it as emblematical, the 
white would be much more agreeable to thy 
pretenſions of abſolute innocence, and na- 
tive purity, more eſpecially as theſe have 
been preferved by thee in ſo extraordinary a 


manner, that thou certainly, yea inſallibly 
D 2 art 
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art the greateſt pattern of i innocence. and pu- 
rity, which has appeared in our world, theſe 
many years, and therefore the moſt fit of all 
„ weak, filly Adam's offipring. to be at 

the: head of old Herefies new vamp'd : for 1 
am ready to think all thou haſt aid or canſt 
ſay againſt old truth and old ways, may be 
found in ſubſtance among the old Hereticks 
 mention'd by father Au, namely, the Si · 
monians, Menandrians, Saturnilians, Baſili- 
dians, Nicolaitans, Gnoſticks, Carpocra- 
tians, Cerinthians, Nazaræans and Hebion- 
ites. It is proper for thee to conſider whe- 
ther thou doſt well in ſowing, ſuch tares 
afreſh, which grow ſo naturally in the hu- 
man ſoil, and are like to bring forth a plen- 
fol harveſt, to thy great joy no doubt, on 
ſuppoſition the enemy of ſouls, the Pope of 
Rome, and thou art joined in league and con- 
federacy: but if this is not to be ſuppoſed, 
what canſt thou mean in doing the devil 5 
and the Pope's work for - by for that thy 
ſentiments are Popiſh and diabolical will be 
evident ſo long as pride, ſuperſtition and bi- 
gotry are ſo. And as much as thou profeſs. 
eſt to hate bigotry, there is not perhaps a 
. bigot in the three kingdoms than 
thoꝝ 
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vi art, ſogreataproficientartthouincalling 

things by wrong names; but thou haſt been 
a long while, learning this art, and it muſt be 
855 thou art at length acampleat maſter of 
at leaſt more ſo then any one elſe of the 
2 race, What! neighbour 1225 Tay- 
her of the c ity.of Norwich, 2 Bigot] the very 
laſt man Arche ſhould be mention d as 
being of ſuch a character! doth he not re- 
commend himſelf : as the malt cathoJic.man 
of the age hath he not formed, and is he 
not promoting the moſt extenſiyely catholic 
ſcheme that was ever invented | and what! 
after all a Bigot | what a deceitful, treache- 
rous creature then is man! His writings 
prove him ſo, as any one may ſee who will 
read them. Pretences and reality are quite 
different things; facts are ſtubborn things. 
Pretenſions quite yielding, will admit of 
almoſt any impreſſion; and this accounts for 
it that bigotry and prejudice ſhould x reign in 
the mind that pretends to the higheſt de- 
grees of Charity, Catholiciſm and Candor. 

Indeed, nei ghbour, I would gladly ex- 
cuſe thee, and think the belt of thee I. poſſi- 
bly can; but thou art verily too guilty in this 
reſpect and very often, in the courſe of thy 


lucubrations 


* 
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laculbgetlon s, wheñ thy argument runs fadly 
low, thy aſtoniſhment, ſurpriae and wonder; 
thy cenſure, reproach and ridicule run 
much too high: I do not fay too high for 
thy ſubject, but too high for thy pretenſions; 
thy pretenſions I mean, to candour, ſoftnefs 
and moderation. But poſfibly' theſe and 
ſuch-like words were the firſt words that 
thou didft learn to ſpeak, and as thou hadſt 
no ideas connected with them in thy infant 
ſtate, ſo thou haſt forgotten all thy life long 
to mean any thing by them, or poſſſbly they 
are words uſed by thee, as many other words 
are both in converſation and writing, as ex- 
pletives, and ſo are deſigned for ſound, or to 
fill up a ſentence, rather than to convey any 
ſenſe or meaning: Be this as it will, I would 
adviſe thee for the future, in all thy publi- 
cations, to put at the beginning or end of 
thy performance, an alphabet of all dubious 
or equivocal words thou uſeſt; chat ſo thy 
reader may certainly and infallibly know 
what thou meaneſt by what thou fayeſt, for 
| hitherto many, very many of thoſe who 
read thy lucubrations are greatly in the dark 
as to this: in my opinion thou doſt not uſe 


thy friends well in treating them in this 
manner; 


3 23 : 
manner: And if I am J miſinformed, 
ſome of the moſt eminent of thy Speaking 
brethren have hinted ſo much to 3 It is 
time for thee to come out of the miſt and 
declare thyſelf. And be thou as honeſt in 
thy way as we are in ours, ſo thou wilt de- 
ſerve the reſpect of all, however they may 
differ from thee in religious opinions. 

There is one thing more I muſt not for- 
get to hint to thee, and to the men in thy 
way. I obſerve with what peremptorineſs 
ye aſſert that God is by no means an arbi- 
trary Being, without declaring what ye mean 
by arbitrary: now in my apprehenſion, and 
if I know what the word arbitrary does cer- 
tainly and infallibly mean, no other being | is 
arbitrary, abſolutely ſo, but God, as it is held 
forth and declared i in the ſcriptures ; nay,” I 
find a Pagan prince, the proudeſt mati the 
ſun ever ſaw aſſerting ſo much. And at the 
end of the days, I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up 
mine eyes unto heaven, and mine underflanding 
returned unto me, and I bleſſed the moſt Higb, 
and I praiſed and honoured him that li veth for 
ever, whoſe dominion is an everlaſting - domi- 
nion, and his kingdom is from generation to ge- 
neration. And all the inhabitants of the earth 

| are 
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ary reputed as nothing * and he theth according 
to bis will in the army of heaven, and among 
= Tababitants of the earth : and none can Ray 
"Band, br ſay, 1 * bim, What abe thou? 
Dan. Iv. 34, 35. But perhaps thou thinkeſt 
this language of his was the effect of his 
phrenzy, and therefore wild, viſionary and 
enthuſiaſtic, and 1 know thou art terribly 
afraid of Enthuſiaſm : Well, ſhould this be 
granted thee, what wilt thou ſay to the 
words of Jeſus Chriſt : A. that tine Feſus 
anſwered and ſaid, I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt bid 
theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and 
beſt revealed them unto babes. Even fo, Fa- 
ther, for fo it ſeemed good in thy fight. Mat. 
xi. 25, 26, Io get over this thou muſt 
ſtrain every nerve of thy reaſoning powers, 
thou muſt twiſt and turn about every word, 
and then put the whole paſſage into thy 
theological mould, and it {ſhall turn out 


with an impreſſion of thy own forming; 
exactly ſuited. to thy ſcheme howeyer con- 
traty to the genuine deſign of Chriſt Jeſus. 
Yet after all: Even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeem- 
ed good in thy ſight, is all the reaſon God 
will give in a thouſand and ten thouſand in- 
ſtances, 
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ſtances, in the kingdoms of nature, providence 
and grace: whether thy Reaſon, and our 
Ligut within will approve thereof or no. 
Thou knoweſt beſt what end thou haſt in 
what thou doeſt, but if thou really thinkeſt 
that the truth of God will more abound thro 
thy lie, let me tell chee thou art greatly mil- 
taken, for truth needeth no covering, no 
deceit, no fraud to recommend it. Thou 
haſt the more reaſon to be open, honeſt and 
free, becauſe thy king and country give thee 
leave to be ſo. In ſome former reigns the 
caſe was otherwiſe; but thou haſt no temp- 
tation now, to write or to ſpeak æni 
cally.. We may ſpeak what we will, and 
thou mayeſt write what thou pleaſeſt with- 
out being - perſecuted for ſo doing, unleſs 
thou thinkeſt animadverſions on thy Lucu- 
brations, a ſpecies of perſecution: but this 
thou canſt not think without acknowledging 
thyſelf a perſecutor. On the whole then let 
me adviſeithee to ſpeak out plainly, and tell 
the world what benefit Chriſtianity is of, ac- 
cording to thy ſcheme, if there is ſo much 
truth, honeſty, goodneſs and ſobriety among 
the heathen, as thou ſuppoſeſt, and that all 
_ confider'd they are better than the 

E chriſ- 


[126] 
chriſtian world in general. Surely if thy 
ſitions be true, it had been better for 


fl 
| — to have remained Heathens, and 
to have continued in' their Idolatry and Su- 
perſtition,. than that Chriſtianity ſhould 
ever have been introduced, eſpecially, as a0 
cCording to thy notion of things the 
of chriſtians have been 2 
lewd, bloody and treacherous of all man- 
kind. I — — lewd, 
wicked, bloody, treacherous men, if the 
matter be looked into cloſely, were no Chriſ- 
tians at all, any more than Judas was a 
Chriſtian, or thoſe who are involved in the 
grand Apoſtacy. Theſe may indeed make 
pretenſions to the Name, as a lunatick may 
to royalty; but have no more to do with the 
thing than he is heir to a crown: neverthe- 
teſs they may ſay it, and repeat it too as 
often as thee; we are Chriſtians and only 
Chriſtians ; we are Chriſtians and only Chriſ- 
tians: But aſk. them what a man ſhould be 
in order to have a Right to that name, and 
fee if the anſwer will tally with the fact. 
Every one knows a Chriſtian ſhould be 
humble, benevolent, teachable, ready to ſub- 
mit to. the authority of divine revelation ; 


fear] 
and t credit what God declares, however 
{ſuperior to human reaſon; however above 
man's. comprehenſion, But if this is what 
a Chriſtian ſhould be, if this be what every 
real Chtiſtian is, it is plain beyond all con- 
tradition, that neither thee nor I, nor Any 
in our way have any thing to do with 
the Ohwiſtian name. I would therefore ad- 
viſe thee for the future to lay no claim to it, 
unleſs thy deſign: be to ſpeak it fair and 
ſmoothly in the ear, while thou art wound- 
ing it under the fifth rib, and ſtriking a dag- 
ger into its very vitals: if this be thy deſign 
it muſt be owned thy path is plain before 
thee, and thou haſt made a conſiderable 
progreſs therein: and was I an abſolute ene- 
my to Chriſtianity, I would ſay, In the 
name of Lucifer go on and proſper. But it is 
almoſt time for me to draw to a cloſe, which 
I ſhall ſoon do, after having offer d thee a 
few hints more. 
Do not be diſpleaſed at my thus addreſ- 
ſing thee :- if thou art the honeſt man thou 
wouldeſt have the world believe thee to be, 
lay afide Eſau's raiment, pull off the goat-ſkin 
gloves, do not try to alter thy voice, but 
Oy at as thou art, be thou what- 
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ever thou wilt. Do not flatter thy Fiends, 
and yet I would have thee be thankful that 
they have ſettled fo peaceably in their neto 
place, and in their new ſeats : a very extraor- : 
dinary circumſtance: I do aſſure thee, and 
what hath ſcarce ever happen d among the 
people of thy denomination 3 never where 
ſuch a temple was erected: the greateſt quar- 
rels ſubſiſting among them, very often noto- 
rioufly ariſing from a thirſt after ſuperiority, 
or ſome family whim reſpecting ſeats, and 
ſitting in their ſynagogues. Happy art thou, 
and happy are thy people i in this partirular; 
and it would be a piece of cruelty not: to con- 
gratulate ye all, on this account, ſince it is 
almoſt the only thing, which is like Chriſti- 
anity, which is to be found amongſt you. 
I fay again, my friend do not be angry, I 
wiſh better things could be faid of thee, and 
of others too, but the Truth, and nothing but 
the Truth will take place ſome time, and 
the ſooner the better. If theſe things are ſo, 
or if there be a tincture of Truth in what I 
have been briefly hinting, it is time for thee 
to think of altering thy courſe, and either to 
come among vs, or go where thou moſt be- 
longeſt to; but prithee do not attempt to in- 
? creaſe 
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-creaſe the number of Sects, of which there 
are too many already in our land; enow in- 
deed to employ: one had he the wiſdom. of 
[ Solomon, and did he live to the age of Methu- 
Fab, to judge and determine what is right 
and what is wrong, among the numerous 
and jarring opinions invented by enterptizing 
men, the Don Quaxots of their reſpective 
ages, from Doctor Simon Magus down to 
Doctor Taaaltibob bs anchor of: Grads 
"Worn at Efibeſs. 
Lam juſt ready to-kiniſh, but et muſt 
- thy -patience a little longer, by-aſking 
thee what thou meaneſt by ſo unſetiptural 
and therefore, in ſpeaking concerning God, 
ſo irrational a phraſe as the ſupreme father i 
. why wilt chou chooſe to be wiſe above what 
is written, when thou profeſſeſt the written 
word to be thy rule and ſtandard? what 
warrant haſt thou to call the father ſupreme, 
any more than to call the fon ſo? or doſt 
thou chooſe in direct contempt of what is 
commanded, and in oppoſition thereto, to 
Honour the fon leſs than the father? I pray 
thee now, as thou wilt call thyſelf a Chriſ- 
tian, what has the Father done for thee and 


for others, which the Son and Spirit have no 
hand 


199) 

Suki das: what has the Son done for thee 
and others which the Father and Holy 
Ghoſt have nothing to do with ? or what 


has che Spirit of God done for thee and 


others, which ye are no ways indebted to 
the Father and Son for? and if thou canſt 
not conceive how Father, Son and Spitit are 
one God, the only tving and true God, the 
great and only object of religious worſhip ; 
word has not declared that it is ſo? as well 
mayeſt thou ſuppoſe there is no ſuch thing 
as the light of the Sun, becauſe when it 
ſhineth the owl cannot ſee to fly. Is thy 
underſtanding the meaſure what deity is, or 
n be, or do 20 far from that it is very 
plain it is not ſufficient at all times to give 
the true ſenſe and meaning of a paſſage of 
the written word. Strange indeed that a 
doctor of divinity ſhould overlook the pri- 
mary genume obvious ſenſe of the text he 
diſcourſes from: and yet apprehend thou 
muſt own that this is thy caſe, if thou wilt 
compare Micah v. 5. and Epbeſ. ii. 14. with 
thy text. Is it not plain as any thing can 
poſſibly be that the prophet by peace has a 
view to the perſon of the Meſſiah, and in- 
tends 
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tends to put them i in mind of mia that this 
illuſtrious and truly divine perionage would 
give a glory, an ornament, a ſplendor to the 
ſecond temple, or latter houſe incomparably 
ſuperior to all the nce and gran- 
deur of the former houſe, As to the truth 
and propriety of this I leave. But that this 
is the intention of Haggai is as evident as the 
meridian ſun. How aſtoniſhing then chat 
this ſhould eſcape thy penetrating eye : that 
the ſtreams ſhould all thy attention 
and the fountain be wholly over- look d. 

I would adviſe thee whenever thou pub- 
liſheſt again to follow the example of honeſt 
George Whitfield: look back on what thou 
haſt written, and own and acknowledge thy 
miſtakes, be as frank, open and explicit in 
thy retractions, as thou haſt been raſh in thy 
reflections on — much better than thy ſelf. 
Carry lower fail, or old and artful as thou 
art, thou wilt certainly ſplit againſt a rock, 
and fo make a dreadful ſhipwreck of Faith 
whatever becomes of thy conſcience. Let 
modeſty, honeſty, fincerity be of thy coun- 
cil, and let craft, defign, - and guile be ba- 
niſhed by thee for ever. But if thou and 
thy fiend are really determin'd to keep 
your 
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your ſelves clear from all principles and 
tenets whatſoever, for ſo you muſt if you 
will have no party principles or tenets, then 
let me adviſe thee to lay aſide thy pen and 
write no more: perplex thy ſelf and diſtreſs 
others no longer, but come into our fold to 
which thou ſo rationally 'belongeſt ; and 
where thou mayeſt often be in the moſt 
pleaſing and rapturous manner, entertained 
with the moſt [profound ſilence. In the 
mean while farewell and ſhow thy candid, 
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Sh AY Net ghbour Timothy haſt 
thou ſeen he friendly Epiſtle to 
"tex: rig Neighbour Jahn Taylor, in which 
he is invited to come among us Malers? 
Timothy.” 1 have juſt been reading it over, and 
an odd it is; for the Man is ſometimes 
fo 180 a8 grobeling ſo mean and weak in his 
Senſe and e that one can ſcarce have 
Patience to read any farther: At other Times 
5 he is ſo ſeverely ſatyrical, that one cankot help 

| gol through with it, becauſe Partiality elk 
[confeſs that the Satyr is as juſt as it is 
| 8 | 

Gad. Thou ſayeſt juſt; Bete T hope thou doſt 
not mean that his Satyr on us Quaters is as juſt 
a8 on our worthy Friend J. Taylor; for Have 

we ever refuſed to be called Chriſtians, or do 
we diſclaim a Right to the Chriſtian Name, as 


G5 ub.” 


he ſeems to inſinuate? Surely if we believe in 
the Chriſt within, the Light which hath lighe- 


ened Oat Nun 258 hach o come into the Werld, 
TS” F T's from 


: A 
4 
* * 


( 34 ) 

from Adam the firſt Man down to the preſent 
Day, we, may call ourſelves. Chriſtians, and be 
deemed ſo by others as well as any 
whatſoever. $7 | 1 

Tim. I will promiſe you that I will not diſ- 
pute that Water with, you;] yer. think it is 
very plain your Friend Adamſon regards himſelf 
and his Friends as Deiſts, and his Neighbour 
Taylor as little otherwiſe, and 1 d 65 freely de- 
clare to you, as you put me on this Converſa: 
tion, that I have long thought that your Prin- 
ciples and his are equally deiſtical and popiſh, 

Obad. Prithee now, Friend” Taney, do not 
call M. Adamſon my Friend, he is no more my 
Friend. than he is thine, for it is very plain he 
is no Quader, nor does he. ſeem — 
either our Scheme or Friend Taylor's | 

Tim. Whether he is a 2yaker or no I think 
he has faid nothing but what ntany Quakers, if 
they would Tpeak out, and ſpeak honeſtly, 
would ſay to; and, if L,gucls right, he knows 
your Scheme and your Friend Taylor's too, ra- 
ther better than you chuſe he ſhould, if you 
have any Scheme at all.. 
+ Obags;; Any Scheme at all, Neighbour ! Why 
what do'ſt-mean by that? Do'ſt queſtion whe- 
ther we have any _ 1 53 
rangely an . Why every, body Re got ſome 
Scheme z eve Satan hath. his Scheme both of 
Principles 4 Conduct; but why doſt thou 
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queſtion whether we have any Scheme? 
e. J will cell you. very. plainly my Thoughts 
of this. When the antient approy'd, Scheme 
is caſt off, there are ſuch: a Multiplicity of o- 
thers invented, that the feeble Mind CES : 

| ntly 
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Leet among the ſenſeleſs Jargon 

ermined at all Events the old * 
* do, for no other Reaſon but hecauſe it is 
old, therefore antiquated, unfit for Uſe; in 
this Situation the Man caſts in his Mind 3 
is beſt to be done, and that he may — 
ſomebody, he conſults. every Scheme he can 
happen on; he takes a Piece here and a Piece 
there, ſome of this, ſome of that, and ſome 
of other z..he compounds them together, and 
a glorious Mixture he has got ; it is neither 
one thing nor another, while aiming at every 
Thing it is nothing; a Compound of every 
Thing, yet nothing to any Purpoſe; a. ſcanty 
Linſey-woolſey Garment, which will ſcarce 
cover the Nakedneſs of the Wearer. 

Obad. I am ſorry, Neighbour Timothy, to hear 
thee talk at this rate, thou doſt not uſe to be 
ſo cenſorious; and I am afraid, as thou haſt 
been reading the friendly Epiſtle, + thou art 
ſomewhat leavened with the ſame Leaven 
which runs through that unintelligible Medley. 

Jim. Indeed you are quite miſtaken; for I 

was of the ſame Mind long before I ſaw that * 
yet Jam free to own to you that has ee 
confirmed to me what I thought before; and 
fully believe that you and the new-ſcheme 
Men have no Scheme at all, or ſuch as is jult 
like none. 

Obad. Neu · ſcheme· men l Pray who or what 
are they ? that thou connecteſt them and us, 
— I have often heard of them mg 
| heartily wiſh I knew what Account to make o 
them. As thou haſt mentioned them, I with. 
chou fry ae ward me . Wome! F et 
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new Scheme-men are: As to who, I am not fo - 


well dcquainted with the Inhabitants of the 
Earth as td point out one in a "Thouſand : | 
Doubtleſs your Friend Taylor is one of the 
chief; at leaſt he would have it thought thar 


what he has advanced is new: Witneſs what bo 


ſays in the 6th.Page of one of his Pamphlets, - 
viz. * When I firit faw theſe Things I did not 
know that any one Perſon in the World had 
« diſcover'd them beſide | myſelf.” And left 
any elſe in his way mould be wiſer than 
himſelf, if I am not miſinform'd, it has been 
Mis Advice to young Miniſters not to conſult 
the old Divines, but rather the Moderns. And 
indeed had he conſulted the old Writers, he 
muſt have found thoſe very Things ſolidly con- 
futed which he - has the Vanity to palm upon 
the World as quite new: And thus his Igno- 
fance or want of reading muſt be his Apology 
for troubling the World with his Dreams. 
© Obad. Why Timothy, if thou doſt not take 
Care, thou wilt be as unmannerly and ſcurril- 
dus as M. Adamſon : Surely thee ſhouldſt con- 
fider that our Friend Taylor is a worthy Citizen, 
2 venerable old Man, and therefore not to be 
treared with Contempt. 
' Tim. I have often heard this remark'd, and 


nil there eur be ſome 8 in it; but 


then 


> ed 


| tits: is ſo much talk about? What def 
Mo doing of ? What are they after? G 
Jin. I believe they d vr know thenſelves, 
therefore I cn giye you but a imperſect 
Account of them : F know but of one thing 
wherein they are all agreed; and that is, to treat 
with Contempt and Diſgrace the Great Author 
of the Chriſtian Religion; to blaſpheme the 
holy Name whereby Chriſtians are called. The 
Monthly Reviewers are notorious Inſtances of 
this ſort. 3 them, whoever writes any 
: thing againſt Jeſus Chriſt, is a moſt accom- 
liſh'd; — Writer, 4 Man of very great 
city and deep Learning, of incomparable 
Abilities and refin'd Senſe; extremely judicious 
and preciſely diſcerning: While whoever writes 
any thing i in Honour of the divine Saviour, is 
with them an enthuſiaſtical Idiot, a ſtupid, 
dull Drone, or a pious Fool: Witneſs their un- 
| Fat prejudic'd bigotted Accounts of the 
o "che. judicious Meſſrs. Brine. and 
Wi lon > of honeſt Jubn Dove; the renown'd 

Whitfeld, Romaine and Jones, and the. zuitly- - 
admir'd Mr. James Harvey: And the Writings 
of that Hot-headed Soldier Mr. R—d B--r--z ; 
that Lindſey-woolſey-Weaver Mr. Caleb F--m--g, 
andi the acconipliſh Oritor Mr. Chdmles B--lk--y, 
and all the new Scheme-writers, from your old 
arch Friend Dr. John Taylor of Norwich, down 


4 to Monſiæur T War- of Ron Memory. 
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Obad. Well! TE 1 had chongke thee wculdeſ 
have talked in this manner, I am ſure 1 never 


y 
nd Timothy; it is well 
art no Flattere any more than 


M. Adamſon; but ye ought to 
People with Good- manners and not to £ 
z: therefore farewell | 4 


| bye Ye Neighbour, for I find 
z nor to have the 


